Dear Parent / Carer

Welcome back after the Summer break. I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable holiday. Welcome to our new children and parents. The staff at Lingey House look forward to developing a long and mutually supportive working relationship. Please remember all staff are here to support your children in any way we can.

As ususal the diary dates have been set for the term. Please keep this newsletter to remind you of important events.

Diary Dates

September

24th – 28th
Cycling Proficiency Training Y4 – Y6

25th
3.15pm Wellington Square Parents’ Meeting (letters already sent to parents involved)

October

1st
7pm Meeting – re-organisation of secondary education in East Gateshead (letter attached)

9th
8.30am Family Photographs  including pre nursery children (details later)


9.00am Individual Children and Group Photographs

15th-19th
Arts Week

15th – 19th
Open Evening for Parents (dates given to each class)

17th 
Harvest Festival

18th
7.30pm Beautiful Gateshead presentation

31st 
Halloween Disco (details to follow)

November

8th
7pm-9pm Line Dancing Evening (letter to follow)

26th – 30th
Book week

December

10th
2pm 

KS1 & 2  Christmas Concert

11th
9.30am

KS1 & 2  Christmas Concert


2pm

KS1 & 2  Christmas Concert

12th
2pm

Foundation Stage Christmas Concert

13th
10am

Foundation Stage Christmas Concert

13th
11.30am 
Parents Lunch (Letter to follow)

17th
12.45- 3.15pm
Nursery Party

18th
1.15 – 3.15pm
Reception. KS1 Party

19th
1.15 – 3.15pm
Y3 and Y4 Party

19th
Childrens Christmas Lunch

20th
1.15 – 3.15pm
Y5 and Y6 Party

Assemblies

Most family assemblies are held on a Friday morning. All parents, carers and family are welcome to attend these weekly celebrations. Refreshments are served in the classroom after the assembly. Please Join Us!

21st September
Y6J
Autumn

28th September
Y5
Appreciating Our World

5th  October

Y3
Caring

12th October

Y2
Pets

17th October

Whole School Harvest Festival

Half Term

9th November

Y4
Sunderland vs Newcastle

16th November
YR
Festivals

23rd November
YR/1
Advent

30th November
Y1/2
Special People

7th December

Y6W
Winter Festivals
The start of term brought three pieces of good news. First of all Lingey House has been recognised as achieving the Quality Mark for Basic Skills. This award is given to high achieving schools. Mrs Ritchie will soon be giving badges and bookmarks to our children in recognition of this fantastic achievement. I also heard that Lingey House is now one of the few Gateshead schools to receive the International Schools Award. Mrs McEnaney has worked very hard with other staff and children to develop the portfolio needed. This Award recognises the work we do at Lingey House to promote international understanding. Things like our French curriculum, International week and our multi- cultural themes formed part of the evidence. The final piece of good news was the recognition that our school travel plan encourages safe and healthy routes to school. This means we have been given a grant to provide bicycle sheds on the yard. The shelters have been ordered and we await delivery. Cycle training was  offered to all Key Stage 2 children last year. Training will be offered to Y4 – Y6 this term if they have not yet achieved the safe cycling award.

Mr David Buffham, agent for the Bank of England, opened our ICT suite and library on 19th September. All children attended the opening along with governors and L.A. representatives. Parent will have opportunity to view the facility at every opportunity. 

The competition to name the building was won by Stephanie Palmer, Nicole Pearson and Leigh Phillips who came up with the name Aim i-Land (i-Land) for short. Very appropriate for a high tech building for the 21st Century. Thanks to all who bought a ‘brick’. Nameplates are in the books and the ‘special name’ book is almost complete.

Now the ICT/Library is complete I am planning to re-open the small yard for playtime / lunchtime for our Reception and KS1 children. I am waiting for an estimate to fence off the yard to improve children’s safety and to provide a safe car park for visitors. The work will be completed as soon as possible.

Last week twenty children and nine adults from Lingey House visited London. The children were chosen for their artistic ability. The theme of the visit was ‘Buildings Speak’. I was so proud of our children! Everywhere we went, The Bank of England, 10 Downing Street, The Prince Edward Theatre (to see Mary Poppins) and in the hotel, people came to me and praised the good manners and behaviour of Lingey children. As usual, Lingey House pupils were a credit to their parents and their school. The visit was funded by Red Box Architects and Northern Rock.

Can I remind you that as part of our keeping children safe systems, Lingey House operates a ‘First Day Call’ policy. Please ensure you contact the office by 9.30am if your child is absent from school. If we do not receive a message we will call you to ensure your child is absent with parental knowledge.

Pupils in Y2 and Y6 are required to undertake national assessments tests in May. Y6 children are required to sit the tests on a stipulated day. If they are absent they cannot sit the test retrospectively. The secondary schools use the test marks to group children into teaching sets. It is important you do not take holidays during test week or in the run up to the tests. June 2008 the test week is 12th May to 16th May. Please ensure you note these dates if your child is in Y6. There will be a meeting for Y6 parents in October. 

Yes it’s almost Christmas again – Operation ‘Christmas Child’ has been supported by our school for many years.  It’s a chance to send a ‘shoe box’ gift to less fortunate children around the world.  We are hoping every class will be able to send 2 boxes (1 girl and 1 boy) for their own age group.  Each class will have a list of suggested items and you can either choose something to donate or send a small cash donation to allow staff to purchase items as well as covering transportation costs.  We hope to have all items in school by 6th October.

Family Learning will be starting on 7th November for 4 weeks from 9.15am – 11.15am using our new ICT Suite.  A chance for parents and carers to improve their skills in a friendly and supportive environment with a tutor supplied by the Family Learning Group.  For more information and to sign up please contact the school office.  If you are interested in Family Keep Fit or Family Art and Crafts, please let Mrs Johnson know.  We have the chance to offer one of these on a Tuesday or Wednesday 3.15 – 5pm, for 4 week taster sessions, limited to a maximum of 8 families.

Advanced notice for the Spring Term - we will be offering ‘Playing with Languages’ on Tuesdays from 9.15 – 11.15am.  The sessions will be held 21st January – 4th February and 25th February – 17th March.

Finally, 2007/08 looks set to be another Lingey House year! Staff are already making plans to celebrate the Olympics in China with a special project for the Summer Term.

I have booked the pantomime ‘Sleeping Beauty’ for January 22nd January.

I have managed to employ a teacher of brass instruments to add to our violin, guitar and recorder groups …. The list is already growing!

I look forward to working with you during these exciting times.

Yours sincerely

C M Jones

Headteacher

