3 November 2008 

Dear Parent/Carer

Welcome back after the half-term break.  I hope the cold weather did not spoil the holiday.

Here are some important dates for your diary.  Please keep them in a safe place for future reference.

Assemblies 

7th November 

Y2 Remembrance Day

21st November 
Y1/2 Advent
Themes for the half-term

Staff have been working hard to develop an exciting ‘creative curriculum’ for our children at Lingey House.  Themes are linked to visits or visitors and have an outcome – a product or a performance.  The themes, visits etc are outlined below.  Please engage your children in the themes by talking about them at home.

Class


Theme


Visit/Visitor
Nursery

Colour


Autumn Park Walk

Reception and YR/1
Room on the Broom

Y1 and Y2

Getting dressed
Shipley Art Gallery

Y3, Y3/4 and Y4
Water


Ouseburn Centre

Y5


War and Peace

‘Children from WW2’

Y6


Forces

Anti-bullying week is week beginning 17th November.  CPO Dixon is talking to all children about dealing with bullying.  Children will make posters and wear blue badges to show our support for the anti bullying campaign.  Boxes are to be placed in all key stage 2 classes to allow children who have issues with bullies to anonymously write their concerns.  Staff will address any issues on a daily basis.
Events
3rd November 

Guy Fawkes disco (details already given)

6th November

Y1 and Y2 Shipley Art Gallery (Theme ‘Materials’)

7th November

RVI Baton Exchange

12th November 
Y1 Multi-skills at Heworth Grange (10am – 11.30am)

17th November

Y3 Visit to Ouseburn (Theme Water)

18th November

Y3/4 and Y4 Visit to Ouseburn Valley (Theme Water)

24th November

Y3 Tree Planting (11 – 12 noon)

28th November 
Whole School Enterprise Day (details later)

8th December

Y4 Multi-skills

10th December

Parent’s and Friends Christmas Lunch (details later)




2pm Nativity (Nursery - afternoon children)

11th December

9.30am Nativity (Nursery – morning children)




2pm Nativity (Key Stage 1 and 2)

12th December

9.30am Nativity (Key Stage 1 and 2)

Christmas Parties
16th December

1.15pm Reception, Y1 and Y2 (in main hall)




1.00pm Nursery (All children) in Foundation Stage hall

17th December

1.15pm Y5 and Y6 (in main hall)

18th December

11.30am Children’s Christmas Lunch




1.15pm Y3, Y3/4 and Y4 Christmas Party (in main Hall)




Please note Y3 and Y4 will have their lunch first on this day

enabling them to go home if they wish to get changed for the

party.  (Further details later)

19th December

Break-up for Christmas

5th January 2009
School resumes

Arrangements for ordering adult meals and children’s Christmas lunches will be sent separately as will party arrangements.
In response to comments on the recently retuned parental questionnaires suggesting parents would appreciate more information on children’s progress, I am consulting with staff as to how this can be achieved.  If parents have any practical suggestions I would be happy to consider these.

Thank you for your co-operation in sending children in party outfits on the last day before the holidays.  The photographs for the ‘Big Birthday Calendar’ are fantastic!  I look forward to the completed calendars going on sale in December.  Remember the ‘Big 50th’ is on June 30th 2009!

Many thanks to the Lingey House Toddler Group for their donation of £100.  We will use the money to buy some lovely wooden jigsaws for our younger children.

Mrs Nugent has once again donated a Pudsey Bear to raffle for Children in Need 2008.  Raffle tickets will be on sale on Friday 14th November (10p per ticket).  Please note tickets are sold to children only.  Last year we raised well over £100.  Let’s see if we can beat that this year.
The RVI has asked us to be part of the ‘Big Charity Baton Pass’ on 7th November.  Children will pass the charity baton, sponsor forms have already been issued.  All proceeds go towards buying equipment for the new children’s unit at the RVI for seriously ill children.  A really good cause.

As you can see the last half term before Christmas is very busy.  It is a wonderful time to be in school!  We all look forward to finishing 2008 on a real high note.  Thank you for working in partnership with staff for the benefit of all Lingey House children.
Yours sincerely

C M Jones

Headteacher

